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We affirm the strength brought to the  
law by a lawyer’s personal religious conviction.
We strive through public service and  
professional excellence to promote fairness and  
virtue founded upon the rule of law.
j. reuben clark law society mission statement
life in the law
religious conviction
EDITED BY 
JANE H. WISE, SCOTT W. CAMERON, 
 and GALEN L. FLETCHER
J. REUBEN CLARK LAW SOCIETY 
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL 
PROVO, UTAH 
2013
This volume is the third in a series of essays on being an ethical Christian lawyer. 
The prior titles are
Life in the Law: Answering God’s Interrogatories (2002)
Life in the Law: Service & Integrity (2009)
© 2013. Brigham Young University Press, J. Reuben Clark Law Society at Brigham 
Young University. All rights reserved.
Opinions expressed in this publication are the opinions of the authors, and their 
views should not necessarily be attributed to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Brigham Young University, the J. Reuben Clark Law Society, or Brigham 
Young University Law School.
No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilized in any form or by any 
electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter invented, including 
photocopying and recording or in an information storage or retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the publisher.
Prepared for publication with the assistance of byu Publications & Graphics, 218 upb, 
Provo, Utah 84602. To contact J. Reuben Clark Law School or the J. Reuben Clark 
Law Society, write to 341 jrcb, Brigham Young University, po Box 28000, Provo, Utah 
84602.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Life in the law : religious conviction / edited by Scott W. Cameron, Galen L. Fletcher, 
and Jane H. Wise.
       pages cm.
  Includes index.
  ISBN 978-0-8425-2828-3 (paperback)
 1.  Christian lawyers—United States. 2.  Law—Moral and ethical aspects. 3.  Religion 
and law. 4.  Christian ethics—Mormon authors. 5.  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints—Doctrines.  I. Wise, Jane H., 1951–, editor of compilation. II. Cameron, 
Scott W. (Scott Wallace), 1946– , editor of compilation. III. Fletcher, Galen L. (Galen 
LeGrande), 1961–, editor of compilation. IV. J. Reuben Clark Law Society.
  KF299.C47L54 2013
  174’.3—dc23
                                                            2012041880
ISBN 978-0-8425-2828-3
Contents
James R. Rasband
 Preface v
Religious ConviCtion
D. Todd Christofferson
 Law and Becoming 3
Elizabeth A. Clark
 Becoming a Fruitful Tree: Christ and the Limits of Legal Thinking 13
Bruce C. Hafen
 Ambiguity in Law and in Life 27
James R. Rasband
 Unto Whom Much Is Given 39
Cecil O. Samuelson
 Testimony of Jesus Christ 49
PubliC seRviCe
J. Reuben Clark Jr.
 To Them of the Last Wagon 63
Quentin L. Cook
 Latter-day Saint Lawyers and the Public Square 71
David Dominguez
 A Walk of Thanksgiving 83
Carl S. Hawkins
 The Work of Serving Others 89
Steven E. Snow
 Musings of a Small-Town Lawyer 99
Seth P. Waxman
 Civic Virtue 107
PRofessional exCellenCe
Mehrsa Baradaran
 Education Multipliers 115
Ming W. Chin
 Liberty, Civility, and Professionalism 121
Robert M. Daines
 Lock In: Loved Ones and Lawyers 131
iv    Contents
Annette W. Jarvis
 Serve God, Love Me, and Mend 139
John W. Welch
 The 21st Century as the Century of Duties? 147
faiRness and viRtue
Scott W. Cameron
 Repairers of the Breach 161
L. Whitney Clayton
 He Answered Discreetly 171
Matthew B. Durrant
 The Lawyer as Peacemaker 181
Kristin B. Gerdy
 The Heart of Lawyering: Clients, Empathy, and Compassion 189
H. Reese Hansen
 We Are to Love God and Our Neighbors 203
Brett G. Scharffs
 The Most Important Three Things in the World 215
Rule of law
Larry Echo Hawk
 Empowered by Education and Vision 231
Monroe G. McKay
 Hysteria and the Bill of Rights 237
Thomas D. Morgan
 Heroes for Our Time: Going Beyond Ethical Codes 245
Dallin H. Oaks
 Preserving Religious Freedom 251
David A. Thomas
 A Law Upon Which All Blessings Are Predicated 269
Index of Chapter Authors 279
Index 281
